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Join the National 
Call-In on June 26!  

(see page 7.)

REAlIZING THE 
VIsION OF PROGREss: 
DOUBlING THE PANCREATIC CANCER 
sURVIVAl RATE BY 2020



To use a vivid metaphor, the train has left the station and 
is moving full steam ahead. The Pancreatic Cancer Action 
Network has set specific and quantifiable objectives 
and benchmarks to regularly assess the progress the 
organization is making in pursuit of The Vision of 
Progress:  Double the Pancreatic Cancer Survival Rate 
by 2020. 

As you review this issue of the newsletter and become 
familiar with the four metrics that will be used to track our advances, you may 
wonder what specific actions you may take as a supporter to help fulfill this 
lifesaving goal.  Here are some suggestions:

Increase the number of scientists studying pancreatic cancer.  Continue 
to support the organization through your donations, participate in our events in 
your area, and spread awareness of our efforts.  Private funding generated by 
these activities will allow us to keep building a robust pancreatic cancer scientific 
community through a growing research portfolio and our comprehensive approach.  
In addition, support of our public policy efforts will increase the overall federal 
dollars available for research into the disease, helping to attract more investigators 
and advance important research studies. 

Increase the dollars funded annually by the federal government for pancreatic 
cancer research.  Participate in as many of the organization’s advocacy actions as 
possible and join in the National Call-In on June 26. (See page 7.)  Passage of the 
Pancreatic Cancer Research & Education Act is a top priority for making progress 
in fighting the disease. Making this longtime dream a reality will require the efforts 
of as many advocates as possible.

Accelerate the number of pancreatic cancer patients enrolling in clinical trials 
nationwide. Encourage patients and their family members to contact Patient and 
Liaison Services (PALS) to find out more about clinical trial availability and eligibility. 
The benefits of clinical trials are twofold:  Patients become aware of trials that 
may be right for them.  Participation in a trial could have a positive impact on a 
patient’s treatment and will also help speed scientific progress toward therapeutic 
breakthroughs for those yet to be diagnosed.

Add to the number of participants attending events of the Pancreatic Cancer 
Action Network. This metric helps to drive all of the other metrics. By doing what 
you can to heighten visibility of the disease, asking your friends and family to join 
us, and raising funds for the cause, you will help generate the momentum needed 
during the next eight years to positively impact the survival rate.

As always, my fellow board members and I deeply appreciate all of your efforts to 
bring us closer to the day that a cure is found. 

Sincerely,

Peter Kovler
Board Chair
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CHAIR’s mEssAGE
THE 2020 GOAl:  
YOUR sUPPORT CAN mAkE All THE DIFFERENCE 

OUR mIssION
The Pancreatic Cancer Action Network is a 
nationwide network of people dedicated to working 
together to advance research, support patients and 
create hope for those affected by pancreatic cancer.
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In our role as the national leader in the fight against pancreatic 
cancer, the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network announced a 
bold initiative in February 2011 aimed at bettering the odds 
for everyone affected by the disease now and in the future 
known as The Vision of Progress:  Double the Pancreatic 
Cancer Survival Rate by 2020.  (To learn more about this 
exciting initiative, see the sidebar below.)

Over the last year, Pancreatic Cancer Action Network 
staff members have worked diligently to identify specific 
metrics that can be used to show the progress needed to 
achieve the 2020 goal. “We want to demonstrate to our 
supporters through measurable outcomes that we are making 
progress toward increasing the survival rate for the disease. 
We can’t wait until 2020 to see if we have been successful; 
we need to track these outcomes regularly to ensure that 
we are moving forward in our efforts,” said Julie Fleshman, 
Pancreatic Cancer Action Network President and CEO.

Four metrics have been identified that will be assessed on 

an annual basis to track progress toward the 2020 goal.  (As you 
may have read in the Chair’s letter on the preceding page, you 
can also play an important role in increasing the survival rate.)

Throughout this issue of Outreach, there are bar graphs 
that are related to each of these metrics that establish 
definitive benchmarks. These benchmarks will allow us to 
track our progress in moving toward the goal. We will report 
annually on each of the four metrics until 2020 to assess our 
progress. As you will see throughout this issue, the metrics 
relate back to each of our key programs and support the 
comprehensive strategy we use to fight the disease.

“By employing a comprehensive and proven approach 
and focusing our efforts for maximum impact, we are confident 
that we will make real headway in increasing understanding of 
and treatment for this devastating disease. We are leveraging 
our power as a leader in the field to transform the country’s 
system for pancreatic cancer healthcare delivery and medical 
research,” Julie added.

THE VIsION OF PROGREss: CREATING A BRIGHTER FUTURE 
FOR THOsE FACING PANCREATIC CANCER

Survival rates for pancreatic cancer have 
remained in the single digits for more 
than 40 years. Today, the five-year relative 
survival rate remains at just 6 percent. We 
intend to double the survival rate by the 
year 2020 by accelerating the application 
of our proven comprehensive approach to 
fighting the disease — combining research, 
providing support for individuals and families 
living with the disease, raising awareness, 
and building and sustaining federal support. 
Once we hit this benchmark, we will move 
even further ahead in increasing the overall 
survival rate for pancreatic cancer.

To learn more about the 2020 goal, go to 
www.pancan.org/vision.
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Our goal is to build a robust pancreatic cancer community.  
The strategy comprises three components that will serve to 
achieve this goal. 

Growing the number of scientists focused on studying 
pancreatic cancer, increasing private and public research 
dollars, and encouraging collaborations among researchers 
contribute to developing a cohesive network of investigators 
dedicated to the disease.  By acting as a community, the 
whole is greater than the sum of the parts and expertise 
in basic, translational and clinical research can be brought 
together to develop novel approaches to detect, prevent and 
cure pancreatic cancer.

To assess the organization’s progress in accomplishing 
this goal, the total number of investigators awarded research 
grants from the National Institutes of Health and other 
organizations like the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network that 
are focused on pancreatic cancer research will be tracked. 

REsEARCH ADVANCEs PlAY PIVOTAl ROlE IN FURTHERING 
EFFORTs TO DOUBlE THE sURVIVAl RATE

One of the ways the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network is 
contributing to doubling the survival rate for pancreatic 
cancer by 2020 is by directly supporting research. The 
grants program helps build a robust pancreatic cancer 
research community, encourages collaboration, information 
sharing and innovation, and expedites scientific and medical 
breakthroughs for patient benefit.

The 14 research grants distributed by the Pancreatic 
Cancer Action Network this year total more than $3.4 million 
and represent the largest allotment disbursed since the grants 
program was established in 2003.  To date, approximately 
$12.7 million has been awarded to 76 outstanding scientists 
and clinicians conducting investigations at prominent 

institutions throughout the country.  
The Pancreatic Cancer Action Network research grants 

are administered in partnership with the American Association 
for Cancer Research (AACR), which assembled panels of top 
experts in the field of pancreatic cancer to review the research 
grant applications.  Only the most meritorious research was 
selected for funding using a carefully defined evaluation and 
review process. 

To see a listing of our 14 grant recipients for 2012 and 
brief descriptions of their promising investigations, see the 
next page.  Visit www.pancan.org/grants to learn even 
more about these dedicated scientists and their cutting-edge 
research projects.

PANCREATIC CANCER ACTION NETwORk AwARDs mORE 
THAN $3.4 mIllION IN 2012 REsEARCH GRANTs
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The number of researchers receiving grants from the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) or other organizations (other) that are focused on pancreatic 
cancer are indicated on this chart.  Note that this does not reflect the dollar 
value of the grants; the decrease in the number of funded investigators in 
2011 may be offset by an increase in the amount of funding per investigator.  
Additionally, data collection for 2011 was incomplete at press time.
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PATHwAY TO lEADERsHIP GRANT This five-year grant totals $600,000 and is awarded to highly 
promising postdoctoral or clinical research fellows to support the mentored research phase, career enrichment activities, 
and the successful transition to research independence and leadership.                                                                                                        

stephanie Dougan, PhD, whitehead Institute for Biomedical Research
Celgene Corporation – Pancreatic Cancer Action Network – AACR Pathway to leadership Grant

Transnuclear mice: Understanding the T Cell Response to Pancreatic Cancer
Pancreatic tumors are able to evade the body’s immune system by making themselves invisible to immune 
attack, or suppressing any immune response launched by the body.  Dr. Dougan is working on strength-
ening the body’s immune response to pancreatic cancer, while at the same time blocking the tumor’s 
immuno-suppressive ability.

Oliver mcDonald, mD, PhD, Johns Hopkins University
The Daniel and Janet mordecai Foundation – Pancreatic Cancer Action Network – 
AACR Pathway to leadership Grant

Genome-wide Epigenetic Reprogramming During Evolution of Pancreatic Cancer  
As pancreatic tumors grow and progress, the cancer cells become able to depart the tumor, survive in the 
bloodstream, and colonize in other organs, a process known as metastasis.  Dr. McDonald hypothesizes 
that metastasis is related to epigenetic changes, or changes that lead to altered DNA expression in cells, 

without affecting the DNA sequence.  

“Committed to improving the lives of patients worldwide.”

— Celgene Corporation

"By partnering with the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network to advance research, I am honoring the 
memory of my husband, Daniel, and also his mother, who were both taken from us far too soon by 
this devastating disease. The organization's proven track record of building leaders in the research 
community who leverage their funding for larger federal grants ensures that our investment will make 
a difference for years to come. We must better understand this disease, including its genetic compo-
nents, to ensure that future generations have a fighting chance against it."

— Janet Mordecai, Daniel and Janet Mordecai Foundation President

(Note:  The Mordecai Foundation also funded the following four awards.)

Daniel Mordecai

Jiyoung Ahn, PhD, New York University
The Daniel and Janet mordecai Foundation – Pancreatic Cancer Action Network – 
AACR Career Development Award

Oral microbiome and Pancreatic Cancer: A Prospective Case-Control study
Dr. Ahn hypothesizes that pancreatic inflammation (pancreatitis, a risk factor for pancreatic cancer) is 
related to the presence of bacterial species in the pancreas, which in turn is associated with the types of 
bacteria that exist in a person’s mouth.  Dr. Ahn will determine whether a person’s oral bacteria profile may 

predict the later development of pancreatic cancer, and whether modifications of oral or pancreatic bacteria might be able to 
prevent pancreatic cancer development.

CAREER DEVElOPmENT AwARD This two-year grant totals $200,000 and is awarded to newly established 
investigators to develop or strengthen their research programs in pancreatic cancer.                                                                                                            
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Darren Carpizo, mD, PhD, University of medicine & Dentistry of New Jersey – 
Robert wood Johnson medical school
The Daniel and Janet mordecai Foundation – Pancreatic Cancer Action Network – 
AACR Career Development Award

Pre-clinical studies of an Allele-specific p53 mutant Reactivating Compound in Pancreatic Cancer
Considered a tumor suppressor, the p53 protein, when functioning normally, tightly regulates cellular 
growth and division. When mutated, however, p53 loses its function and allows uncontrolled proliferation 
of cells.  Dr. Carpizo and colleagues have developed a compound that selectively kills pancreatic cancer 

cells with a common p53 mutation by restoring the normal structure and function to mutant p53. They will test this compound 
in a mouse model of pancreatic cancer. 

mikala Egeblad, PhD, Cold spring Harbor laboratory
The Daniel and Janet mordecai Foundation – Pancreatic Cancer Action Network – 
AACR Career Development Award

Dynamics of Tumor-stroma Interactions in Pancreatic Cancer
Research has shown that pancreatic tumors are surrounded and infiltrated by a microenvironment 
of non-cancer cells and proteins that support, nourish and protect the tumor from therapies or an 
immune response.  Dr. Egeblad is planning on utilizing her experience with state-of-the-art microscopy 
to “watch” the interaction between components of the microenvironment and pancreatic cancer cells 

in a living mouse model of the disease. 

kazuki sugahara, mD, PhD, sanford-Burnham medical Research Institute
The Daniel and Janet mordecai Foundation – Pancreatic Cancer Action Network – 
AACR Career Development Award

Tissue-Penetrating Drug Delivery to Desmoplastic Pancreatic Tumors
Pancreatic tumors are surrounded and infiltrated by a dense microenvironment, which impedes the ability 
of drugs to reach the tumor and attack cancer cells.  Dr. Sugahara and his colleagues have identified 
a short piece of protein, known as a peptide, that can penetrate through and create holes in the tumor 
microenvironment, facilitating drug delivery.  This peptide will be tested in combination with other treatments 

in mouse models of pancreatic cancer. 

David sung-wen Yu, mD, PhD, Emory University
Pancreatic Cancer Action Network – AACR Career Development Award

Exploiting the Replication stress Response in Pancreatic Cancer
The chemotherapy standard of care for pancreatic cancer, gemcitabine, acts by inducing damage to cancer 
cells' DNA.  However, all cells have complex mechanisms to recognize and repair DNA damage. Dr. Yu proposes 
to find proteins involved in the DNA repair signaling pathway, and to determine whether they could be viable 
drug targets to sensitize pancreatic cancer cells to gemcitabine and other DNA damage-inducing treatments. 

Eric Collisson, mD, University of California, san Francisco
skip Viragh – Pancreatic Cancer Action Network – AACR Career Development Award

Optimizing mEk Inhibition in Pancreatic Cancer; from Cytostatic to Cidal
The vast majority of pancreatic tumors have mutations in the K-Ras gene.  K-Ras becomes constantly 
activated by this mutation, signaling the cells to grow and ignore cues to stop growing.  The protein 
product of K-Ras activates a complex cascade of other proteins to ultimately lead to cellular changes, 
including a key protein called MEK.  Because efforts to inhibit K-Ras as a means to stop the growth of 
pancreatic cancer have been unsuccessful, Dr. Collisson is opting to target MEK’s activity instead.

"We are glad that we are able to support pancreatic cancer research through the Pancreatic Cancer 
Action Network in honor and memory of Skip Viragh.”

— Viragh Family Foundation

Skip Viragh
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INNOVATIVE GRANT This two-year grant totals $200,000 and is awarded to junior and senior scientists to 
develop new and innovative ideas and approaches in pancreatic cancer.                                                                                                        

David Boothman, PhD, University of Texas, southwestern medical Center
George & June Block Family Foundation – Pancreatic Cancer Action Network – AACR Innovative Grant

NQO1-mediated ‘kiss of death’ Targeted Therapy for Pancreatic Cancer
In his project, Dr. Boothman is searching for ways to exploit characteristics unique to pancreatic cancer cells 
to formulate a treatment strategy that selectively targets cancer cells without harming healthy cells.  Pancre-
atic cancer cells express high levels of a protein called NQO1.  Dr. Boothman is planning on testing a novel 
drug that is activated by NQO1, so the drug should induce cell death only in cancer cells expressing NQO1.

“Because of our mother’s courageous battle against pancreatic cancer, and her desire to help others 
facing it, one of the aims of our family foundation includes a serious commitment to researching the 
disease that claimed her life in 2010.  Our hope is that much more effective treatments for pancreatic 
cancer will soon be found.”

— Peter Block and Barbara Block Vanderkloot, George & June Block Family Foundation

Channing Der, PhD, University of North Carolina
Tempur-Pedic® Retailers – Pancreatic Cancer Action Network – AACR Innovative Grant

mechanism of ERk Inhibition Resistance and ERk-dependent Pancreatic Cancer
The K-Ras signaling pathway involves a complicated series of protein interactions that alert pancreatic               
cancer cells to grow. Efforts to turn off Ras signaling as a treatment for cancer have been unsuccessful to date, 
so Dr. Der is planning on testing an inhibitor of another protein in the Ras pathway, ERK, and will predict methods 
by which pancreatic cancer cells may compensate for ERK inhibition and become resistant to this drug.

“We are pleased to fund another Pancreatic Cancer Action Network research grant this year to move 
us closer to improving the survival rate and ultimately finding a cure. We fully support the organization’s 
comprehensive approach to combating this insidious disease.  To that end, we are thrilled that with this 
year’s award, we’ve been able to show our commitment to that approach by completing our support 
of the entire suite of research grants currently offered.”

— Rick Anderson, President, Tempur-Pedic North America, LLC

Peter Espenshade, PhD, Johns Hopkins University
Bonnie l. Tobin – Pancreatic Cancer Action Network – AACR Innovative Grant

sREBP Pathway as a Target for Pancreatic Cancer Therapy
Among the hallmarks of pancreatic tumors is the ability to grow and survive under very low oxygen and 
low nutrient conditions.  Dr. Espenshade hypothesizes that pancreatic cancer cells circumvent the low 
oxygen conditions by turning on protein pathways necessary to make new fats and cholesterol.  He seeks 
to determine whether inhibition of these pathways prevents the development and growth of pancreatic 
cancer in several mouse models of the disease. 

“During her brave 11-month battle against pancreatic cancer, Bonnie explored all options from 
conventional to non-conventional medicine. As she grew frustrated with the limited tools available 
to her, she vowed that no one else would feel the helplessness she was feeling.  She was passionate 
about supporting the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network because she felt that it would eventually help 
find a cure. She believed that even though she would lose her own battle against pancreatic cancer, 
she could help win the war.  Bonnie wanted her ‘grain of sand’ on this mountain of progress in fighting 
the disease to serve as her legacy.”

— Brad Greenberg, Nephew of Bonnie L. Tobin

Bonnie L. Tobin

Rick Anderson
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“Losing a mother to pancreatic cancer was very hard. When we learned that the Pancreatic Cancer 
Action Network was leading the fight against pancreatic cancer, we knew immediately that it was 
important for us to make a significant investment with them. Our dollars are supporting an aggressive 
research initiative to fund the science needed to discover early detection methods and better treatment 
options for pancreatic cancer and to ultimately find a cure.  Our commitment to the fight against 
pancreatic cancer is based on our family's knowledge of what this disease is about and how important 
it is that people take this on.”

— Peter Kovler, Chair, Pancreatic Cancer Action Network National Board of Directors

FEllOwsHIP AwARD This one-year grant totals $45,000 and is awarded to a highly promising postdoctoral or 
clinical research fellow to support the mentored research phase.                                                                                                                      

Florencia mcAllister, mD, Johns Hopkins University
samuel stroum – Pancreatic Cancer Action Network – AACR Fellowship

Role of Inflammatory Cells in Early Pancreatic Tumorigenesis
Mice genetically engineered to express mutant K-Ras in their otherwise normal pancreas are known to 
develop precancerous lesions.  This process is accelerated in the presence of pancreatitis, or inflammation 
of the pancreas, leading to progression to pancreatic cancer.  Dr. McAllister seeks to understand the 
relationship between pancreatitis and the development and progression of pancreatic cancer, hoping to 

shed light on the potential of preventing pancreatic cancer using a targeted immuno-suppressive approach.

“Each year I am honored to pay tribute to my father by funding the annual Fellowship Award in his 
name.  It brings me comfort to know how meaningful this award would have been to him, as it is to 
each new young investigator who receives it.  Through this grant, my father’s entrepreneurial spirit lives 
on and continues to create hope.”

— Cynthia Stroum, Founding Chair Emeritus, Pancreatic Cancer Action Network Board of Directors

Tyler Jacks, PhD, massachusetts Institute of Technology
Blum-kovler – Pancreatic Cancer Action Network – AACR Innovative Grant

mechanisms of k-RAs Independent Growth in Pancreatic Cancer
Dr. Jacks’ expertise in mouse modeling of human disease will allow him to establish a novel model of 
pancreatic cancer development.  Here, the mice will express mutant K-Ras specifically in the pancreas, 
so that early pancreatic tumors will form.  Then, the expression of K-Ras will be turned off to study other 
protein signaling pathways that are involved in the progression of pancreatic cancer, and independent from 

signaling originating from mutant K-Ras.

Cynthia Stroum

Paul Chiao, PhD, mD Anderson Cancer Center
Pancreatic Cancer Action Network – AACR Innovative Grant (funded in part by The lefkofsky Foundation)

TAk1 is a Novel Therapeutic Target in Pancreatic Cancer
A hallmark of pancreatic tumors is the mutation of a protein called K-Ras.  Efforts to therapeutically target 
K-Ras have not been successful to date.  However, the proteins that get activated by K-Ras and lead to 
changes in cellular behavior could also be attractive targets for novel drugs.  Dr. Chiao is focusing on one 
such protein, called TAK1, and hopes to develop drugs to chemically inhibit the activity of TAK1.

Peter Kovler
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COmBINED ADVOCACY ACTIONs FURTHER EFFORTs 
TO PAss BIll AND ACHIEVE 2020 GOAl 
In December 2012, we hit a major milestone in the effort 
to pass the Pancreatic Cancer Research & Education Act                         
(S. 362) when Senator Michael Bennet (D-CO) signed on as the 
eleventh member of the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions (HELP) Committee.  His support represented exactly 
half the members on that committee, which is responsible for 
taking first action on the Senate version of the bill.

Securing his support, however, was not an easy task.  For 
months, our advocates in Colorado relentlessly reached out 
to his office.  These efforts started last June, when a group of 
eight volunteers from Colorado traveled to Washington, D.C., 
to meet with his office on Pancreatic Cancer Advocacy Day. 

While the senator did not co-sponsor the bill as a result of 
that meeting, Advocacy Coordinator Becky Morales and others 
continued the push and stayed in close contact with Senator 
Bennet’s health staff in both Washington and in his local offices 
over the next few months.  Working with our Government 
Affairs & Advocacy office, the Colorado volunteers organized a 
district meeting with the senator’s staff in Denver, handed out 
advocacy fliers at the affiliate’s PurpleLight, sent almost 200 
emails and initiated two statewide call-ins to his D.C. office.  
On the morning of the second call-in, we were informed that 
Senator Bennet would be co-sponsoring S. 362.

Thanks to volunteer efforts like these, we now have the 
support of more than half of the House and half of the Senate. 
In addition, half of the Senate HELP Committee and more 
than half of the House Energy & Commerce Committee – the 
committees with jurisdiction over the bill – are co-sponsors of 
the legislation.  In fact, S. 362/H.R. 733 now has more co-
sponsors and more bi-partisan support than any other bill 
that has been referred to those committees.  While we still 
face numerous hurdles, we are in as strong a place as possible 
to get the bill passed this year.  And that is good news for 
making progress toward our goal of doubling the pancreatic 

cancer survival rate by 2020.
The Pancreatic Cancer Research & Education Act 

would direct the National Cancer Institute (NCI) to develop 
a long-term comprehensive research strategy for increasing 
pancreatic cancer survival rates by better targeting existing 
research, bringing new scientists into the field, and promoting 
awareness of the disease.

Our efforts to increase survival rates through advocacy 
may start with the bill, but they do not end there.  We continue 
to fight for more federal funding for the NCI so that they will 
have more money to spend on pancreatic cancer research.  
In addition, we monitor and provide comments to the various 
federal agencies on any policies that impact pancreatic cancer 
patients, such as issues related to drug shortages, regulations 
on drug approvals, access to clinical trials, and more.  

Read more about our advocacy efforts at                             
www.knowitfightitendit.org and learn about our Vision of 
Progress at www.pancan.org/Vision.
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*FY2011 pancreatic cancer funding increased by 2.3% compared to the 
prior fiscal year, which may be considered an impressive accomplishment, 
especially given that the NCI's budget did not increase.

BECOmE AN ADVOCATE:  JOIN THE 2012 NATIONAl CAll-IN ON JUNE 26
What would happen if thousands of people all called their members of Congress on the same day with the message, “Pass the 
Pancreatic Cancer Research & Education Act”?  And what if, on that same day, hundreds descended on Capitol Hill to deliver the 
very same message to Congress in person? 

Well that’s exactly what we intend to do again this year on Tuesday, June 26, when Pancreatic Cancer Action Network supporters 
across the country will join together for the 2012 National Call-In.  Last year, more than 3,000 calls were placed to Congress on 
the same day that approximately 500 advocates were meeting with their Members in Washington, D.C. (as part of the Pancreatic 
Cancer Advocacy Day).  In the days following, the Pancreatic Cancer Research & Education Act received dozens of new                                              
co-sponsors, media attention and increased exposure nationwide. 

This year, we’re hoping not just to gain more co-sponsors, but to push for getting the bill passed!  Your calls can help make that 
happen.  For more information and to join, please visit www.pancan.org/NationalCallIn.  Sign up at this site to ensure you receive an 
email with instructions for contacting your two U.S. Senators and U.S. Representative.  Our goal this year is to turn up the volume 
louder than ever before so that every congressional office hears from our supporters through phone calls and visits on June 26.
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Extraordinary scientific advances have been made in the 
last few decades in the fight against pancreatic cancer. 
Translating these breakthroughs into clinical progress that 
will alter outcomes for those diagnosed is largely dependent 
upon building a critical mass of patients and physicians 
willing to participate in clinical trials.  Sadly, progress has 
been hindered by the fact that only 3% of adults with any 
form of cancer participate in such trials.  

In contrast, experts estimate that more than 60% of 
children diagnosed with cancer are enrolled in clinical trials.  
Such participation has changed the outcomes for children’s 
cancers from being virtually incurable 40 years ago to 
having an overall 5-year survival rate of 80% today.  

Studies have determined that both a lack of awareness 
and low prioritization of clinical trials by physicians and 
patients facing cancer contribute to the low enrollment 
rates.  To bring attention to the need for clinical trials and 
to increase enrollment, the Pancreatic Cancer Action 
Network recommends that all patients consider 
clinical trials when exploring treatment options. Patient 
participation in clinical trials is imperative to making true 
progress in fighting pancreatic cancer.  These trials are the 
only way researchers can find new, better treatment options 
for the disease.  

The Pancreatic Cancer Action Network’s Vision of 
Progress is to double the survival rate of pancreatic cancer 
by the year 2020.  One of the organization’s primary goals 
that will help to realize this vision is to increase the number 
of patients participating in pancreatic cancer clinical trials. 
To measure the impact of our efforts, we need to understand 
and track the number of pancreatic cancer patients 
participating in trials in the United States.  

Because no organization or research entity currently 
tracks such data, we have established our own metric 

to measure the number of pancreatic cancer patients 
participating in clinical trials across the nation (illustrated in 
the graph at left below). As this number continues to grow, 
we will be able to statistically demonstrate our impact on 
clinical trial enrollment.  In 2011, with 92% of data collection 
complete, 1,724* pancreatic cancer patients were 
reported as participating in clinical trials throughout 
the U.S.  This number represents roughly 3.92% of 
pancreatic cancer patients, which is encouraging 
compared to the national 3% trial participation average 
for all adult cancers.

Going hand-in-hand with increasing the number of 
patients participating in clinical trials is ensuring that an 
adequate number of good clinical trials are available to test 
new approaches for pancreatic cancer detection and therapy.  
To this end, we will also track the number of pancreatic 
cancer clinical trials that test novel chemotherapeutic 
agents that have not been previously approved to treat any 
type of cancer (as seen in the second graph below).

If patients have access to accurate information about 
clinical trials, they are empowered to make informed 
decisions about their treatment and care.  The Patient and 
Liaison (PALS) program is poised to educate patients and 
caregivers about the clinical trial process as well as provide 
personalized information about trials for which they may be 
eligible.  

PALS maintains a comprehensive, up-to-date database 
of all of pancreatic cancer clinical trials taking place across 
the U.S.  PALS Associates are able to search this database 
to provide personalized clinical trial information for patients 
based on their specific diagnosis, treatment history, location 
and ability to travel.  Patients are encouraged to take this 
information to their physician for treatment advice and 
guidance.

INCREAsING PANCREATIC CANCER ClINICAl TRIAl 
ENROllmENT kEY TO FURTHERING TREATmENT ADVANCEs
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The Patient and Liaison Services (PALS) program is a 
comprehensive, high-quality and free information and 
education service for pancreatic cancer patients and their 
family members.

The PALS program is the only one of its kind providing high-
quality, comprehensive information about pancreatic cancer. 
Its highly trained staff members, known as PALS Associates,  
are knowledgeable about all aspects of the disease, including 
diagnosis, treatment options, clinical trials, pain and symptom 
management, diet and nutrition, specialists and support 
resources. The Associates help patients and their families 
learn about and understand their options so that they can 
make informed decisions together with their medical teams.

When a person calls or emails the PALS program, he or she 
establishes a one-on-one connection with a dedicated PALS 
Associate. They will speak to the same PALS Associate each 
time they call.   Those in need are encouraged to contact 
PALS as many times as they wish throughout their pancreatic 
cancer journey.

lEARN ABOUT THE lATEsT ClINICAl TRIAls
The Pancreatic Cancer Action Network recommends that 
all patients consider clinical trials when exploring treatment 
options. 

To that end, the PALS program maintains an up-to-date 
database of all pancreatic cancer clinical trials now taking 
place in the United States.  PALS Associates are able to 
search this database to provide personalized clinical trial 
information for patients and family members.

FIND sUPPORT REsOURCEs
Another special feature of the PALS program is the Survivor 
and Caregiver Network, which the PALS Associate uses 
to connect survivors and caregivers with others who have 
been through a similar situation.  The Survivor and Caregiver 
Network is made up of 
volunteers throughout the 
country who are available 
to communicate one-on-
one with those diagnosed 
with pancreatic cancer 
and their loved ones.  The 
volunteers are pancreatic 
cancer survivors and 
caregivers who have 
provided their contact information to be shared through the 
PALS program.  Contact can be made by phone or email and 
serves as an invaluable source of encouragement, support 
and inspiration. 

The PALS program also offers a library of educational 
materials and hosts the Pancreatic Cancer Symposium and 
Lecture Series of in-person educational events held around 
the country for patients and their families.

Contact a PALS Associate today to learn more about 
the PALS program, to receive personalized pancreatic 
cancer information, or to request a free educational 
packet.  PALS Associates are available Monday-Friday, 
7am-5pm Pacific Time, toll-free at 877-272-6226 or by 
email at pals@pancan.org. 

PATIENT AND lIAIsON sERVICEs (PAls):  
A sOURCE OF RElIABlE INFORmATION AND sUPPORT

We can connect you with a trial that may be right for 
you. Your participation could have a positive impact on your 
treatment and will help speed scientific progress toward 
therapeutic breakthroughs for those who have yet to be 
diagnosed. PALS Associates are available Monday-Friday, 
7am-5pm Pacific Time at 877-272-6226 and at pals@pancan.
org to answer your questions and provide personalized 

clinical trial information.  Help us to advance research.  Learn 
more about clinical trials by calling PALS today. 

*The 1,724 pancreatic cancer patients cited were enrolled 
in phase I, II or III pancreatic cancer-specific clinical trials. 
The figure does not include patients who enrolled in phase I 
solid tumor studies.

Dr. Anirban Maitra has been named as Chair of 
the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network’s Scientific 
Advisory Board (SAB), effective July 1, 2012.  
Dr. Maitra joined the SAB in 2011, and was the 
recipient of one of the organization’s first Career 
Development research grants in 2004. A rising 

star in the field of pancreatic cancer research, he has authored an 
impressive number of scientific publications and garnered substantial 
follow-up funding to support his investigations.

Dr. Maitra is an Associate Professor of Pathology and Oncology at 
the Sol Goldman Pancreatic Cancer Research Center at Johns Hopkins 
School of Medicine.  He obtained his MBBS medical degree from the 
All India Institute of Medical Sciences.  He then completed a residency 
in anatomic pathology at the University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical Center and a fellowship in pediatric pathology from Dallas 
Children's Medical Center.  He arrived at Johns Hopkins in 2001 to 
complete a combined clinical/research fellowship in gastrointestinal/
liver pathology, and joined the school's faculty in 2002.

ANIRBAN mAITRA NAmED As sCIENTIFIC ADVIsORY BOARD CHAIR
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My surgeon came into my hospital room a few days after my 
Whipple operation in September of 2009 with my pathology 
report in hand.  He began by telling me that I should live life to 
the fullest and appreciate each and every day.  He then told 
me that a malignant tumor had been removed from the head 
of my pancreas, confirming his initial diagnosis of pancreatic 
adenocarcinoma.  I was 36 years old.

After being released from the hospital, my family and I 
continued to learn more and more about pancreatic cancer 
and researched treatment options for me.  After seeing 
the one- and five-year survival statistics, we decided that I 
needed to do more than treatment with one of the currently 
approved chemotherapies.

I enrolled in a clinical trial where I received an approved 
chemotherapy and an experimental vaccine.  The vaccine 
was designed to help my immune system fight and kill any 
remaining pancreatic cancer cells in my body.  I received 

chemotherapy for six months and vaccine injections on a 
monthly basis.  I received excellent care in the clinical trial 
since I was able to see the clinical trial nurse every month.  
Each month my blood was drawn and tested, my weight 
was taken and my overall health was evaluated.  Every three 
months, I had a CT scan to check for a recurrence of the 
pancreatic cancer.  I received more frequent contact with my 
health care providers with the clinical trial than I would have 
had with only standard checkups.  

Unfortunately, a recurrence occurred with my disease 
but I believe the frequency of seeing the nurses and doctors 
in the clinical trial allowed the recurrence to be caught quickly.  
After more chemotherapy and then chemotherapy/radiation, 
a recent PET scan showed no evidence of disease. 

I am currently being evaluated for a second clinical trial.  
This trial uses a combination of two vaccines to help my 
immune system fight pancreatic cancer.  It is my hope with 
the prior vaccine and the two additional vaccines that I am 
able to keep the pancreatic cancer cells at bay.

The standard of care with chemotherapy alone is not 
enough at this time to fight pancreatic cancer.  The statistics 
show what a terrible disease we are fighting.  Medical science 
continues to discover new and potentially life-extending 
or lifesaving techniques.  If you are a patient, I urge you to 
consider a clinical trial to help discover and test new medical 
tools for you, for me and others walking around today who 
do not yet know that they have pancreatic cancer.  One day 
in the future, another 36-year-old will be told by his doctor 
that he has pancreatic cancer.  But this time, the patient will 
be told that it is ok because a pill, vaccine or chemotherapy 
is available that will cure them.  This cure will only come from 
a clinical trial.

A sTORY OF HOPE AND INsPIRATION
By Robert S. Lamont, Jr., Tampa, FL

Robert S. Lamont, Jr., with his sons John (left) and Ryan

FIND HOPE THROUGH THE sURVIVOR AND CAREGIVER NETwORk
There is nothing quite like talking to someone who has been through a similar 

situation.  Share information, ask questions and gain support and inspiration by 

talking to others facing pancreatic cancer through the Pancreatic Cancer Action 

Network’s Survivor and Caregiver Network. 

To connect with a Survivor and Caregiver Network Volunteer, call a PALS Associate 

toll-free at 877-272-6226 or email pals@pancan.org.  

This one-on-one connection can serve as a reassuring source of hope and inspiration.
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In 2008, Terrence Meck 
lost his husband, Rand, to 
pancreatic cancer. In Rand’s 
honor, Terrence established 
The Palette Fund, which, in 
2010, awarded the Pancreatic 
Cancer Action Network the 
fund's first large, multi-year 
grant of $518,000 to support 
the organization’s Patient 
Navigation Outreach Program 
as part of the Patient and Liaison 
Services (PALS) program. 

This January, I was elected to the National Board of 
Directors of the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network and I spent 
my first board meeting at the annual Volunteer Leadership 
Training Conference in Chicago in March with more than 300 
of the organization’s volunteers from across the country. 

I know first-hand the impact of turning pain into passion 
and as I spoke to this inspiring group of volunteers, I realized 
the incredible power of those sitting before me. Like me, the 
majority of the volunteers attending the conference had lost 
a loved one to pancreatic cancer. Like me, they too were 
angry and alone after their loss. And like me, they found 
family, love and hope through the Pancreatic Cancer Action 
Network. This hope fuels their passion against this fight and 
this passion is what will get us to our goal of doubling the 
survival rate by 2020. 

Unlike me, however, they all did not have the luxury of 
being able to make this fight a full-time job and as I heard 
the accomplishments of the people in that room on top of 
what they were doing for a job and for their families, I was at 
a loss for words. I have never witnessed such devotion and 
passion to anything in my life. It was emotionally exhausting 
and completely exhilarating at the same time. 

After speaking about my experience and the journey 
that led me to creating The Palette Fund and working with 

the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network, I was approached 
by many volunteers thanking me for my honest words and 
expressing how touched they were by my story. They were 
touched not only by the generosity of The Palette Fund 
in helping them fight this disease, but by the immediate 
connection and familiarity they felt for my loss and how their 
loss had also transformed into passion. 

The evening of Saturday, March 24, 2012, was a 
celebratory event as volunteers and affiliates were honored 
with Leadership Awards. The final award of the evening, 
named after Randy Pausch, PhD, a committed advocate who 
passed from the disease in 2008 and wrote the best-selling 
book The Last Lecture, went to Roberta Luna, who has lost 
three family members to pancreatic cancer (her father, uncle 
and grandmother) and is currently caring for her mother, who 
was also recently diagnosed. 

Roberta is a 10-year survivor herself. Her tears and the 
many tears in the audience were not just tears of pain, loss 
and suffering; they were more powerful than that. They were 
tears of hope, passion and encouragement. We are all in this 
fight together, and we are going to win.

As I left the hotel early on Sunday morning for the airport, 
I walked by the private dining room where Roberta and about 
20 others were attending the Survivors Breakfast. As I passed 
by the closed doors, the room erupted with laughter and I 
could feel the energy all the way out in the hall. I couldn't 
stop smiling. 

I have no doubt that we are at the tipping point for 
pancreatic cancer and we are going to win this battle. The 
time is now for changing the course of pancreatic cancer and 
our passion is going to drive this fight and make it happen. 
Congress must listen and take action. There are too many 
lives at stakes. There are too many hearts at stake. Passion 
will prevail. 

Excerpted with permission from The Huffington Post. 
Original publication date: April 3, 2012. To read the full text of 
Terrence’s narrative, go to www.pancan.org/terrence.

FINDING HOPE IN THE FIGHT AGAINsT 
PANCREATIC CANCER 

Terrence Meck

sAVE THE DATE:  
PURPlElIGHT NATIONAl VIGIl FOR HOPE
Learn more about this inspiring event that is taking place 
in communities around the country on the evening of 
September 30, 2012.

Go to www.purplelight.org

sTRIDE FOR A CURE: 
PARTICIPATE IN A PURPlEsTRIDE NEAR YOU
Walk or run at one of the more than 50 exciting PurpleStride 
events that will be held throughout the U.S. this year. Find 
one in your area and sign up today!

www.purplestride.org
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CONGRATUlATIONs TO OUR 2012 VOlUNTEER AwARD wINNERs 
The Pancreatic Cancer Action Network Volunteer Awards, presented at our annual Leadership Training conference every spring, 
honor volunteers and affiliates who have demonstrated outstanding skill and achievement in their local efforts during the past year.

Community Representative of the Year - Virginia Jed, Lake Tahoe/Reno 
Advocacy Coordinator of the Year - Amy Crim Macko, Columbus Affiliate
Education & Outreach Coordinator of the Year - Amy Cunningham, Philadelphia Affiliate
Education & Outreach Coordinator of the Year - Teri Larson, Twin Cities Affiliate
Event Coordinator of the Year - Lindsey McDonald, Kansas City Affiliate
Media Representative of the Year - Cheryl Silver, Madison Affiliate
Affiliate Coordinator of the Year - Taryn Jones, Northeastern PA Affiliate
Affiliate Coordinator of the Year - Brenda Coleman, Twin Cities Affiliate
Affiliate of the Year (Small Market) - Greater Chicago Affiliate - Southwest Suburbs
Affiliate of the Year (Medium Market) - Cincinnati Affiliate 
Affiliate of the Year (Medium Market) - Orlando Affiliate
Affiliate of the Year (Large Market) - Northern New Jersey Affiliate
Rookie Affiliate of the Year - Phoenix Affiliate
Sponsor of the Year  - Lockton, Inc.

Founder's Award - Theresa Dukovich, Pittsburgh Affiliate
(The Founder’s Award is presented to a volunteer who has been active in the organization for at least seven years and 
demonstrates the best overall effort in advancing the mission of the organization.)

Randy Pausch Award - Roberta Luna, Orange County Affiliate
(The Randy Pausch Award is presented to the volunteer who best embodies the optimism, courage and inspiration of Dr. 
Pausch, an inspirational advocate who passed from pancreatic cancer in 2008.)

*Based on online registration for all events excluding marathons and volunteer registrations.

EVENT PARTICIPATION DRIVEs PROGREss

Hundreds of families enjoyed PurpleStride 
Kansas City on April 21, which drew more 
than 1,400 participants and raised more than 
$150,000.

More than 200 volunteers worked together to 
produce PurpleStride NYC. Held on April 21, 
the event raised more than $400,000 for the 
fight against pancreatic cancer.

On February 11, Phoenix held its inaugural 
PurpleStride, which raised nearly $100,000 
and brought together more than 1,000 
participants.

Events such as PurpleStrides help 
raise valuable funds for the fight 
against pancreatic cancer. Equally 
important, the events increase 
awareness of the disease and 
the organization and educate the 
community about pancreatic cancer. 
By growing the number of event 
registrants every year, the Pancreatic 
Cancer Action Network moves closer 
to acheiving the aims of the 2020 goal.
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A GREAT TEAmING
Tempur-Pedic International is a worldwide 
leader in the mattress industry due 
in part to our culture. Our company is 
committed to continuous research and 
innovation, and moving courageously 
ahead when faced with challenging 
odds. I see these same qualities in the 
Pancreatic Cancer Action Network. 

As a corporate champion for the 
organization, Tempur-Pedic is highly 
motivated by the Pancreatic Cancer 

Action Network’s drive to achieve its Vision of Progress. I am 
pleased we surpassed the $1 million dollar giving milestone 
earlier this year and take great pride in knowing that we are 
working hard, right alongside the organization and its army of 
volunteers, to ensure we all attain that vision. 

As a publicly traded company, we carefully consider what 
nonprofit organizations to support. We are confident in our 
commitment to the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network in part 
because of its culture and vision, but also because of its standing 
within the nonprofit arena and the cancer-fighting community. 

Its partnership with the American Association for Cancer 
Research ensures it funds the most promising research by 

utilizing an independent peer-review process to select the 
most deserving scientists for grants. In 2011, for the eighth 
consecutive year, the organization received Charity Navigator’s 
highly coveted, four-star rating, and Philanthropedia ranked 
it as one of the nation’s top ten outstanding cancer charities. 
These endorsements reinforce our belief in the organization 
and its ability to achieve the 2020 Vision of Progress.  

As a successful business, we continually measure 
our progress to ensure we are on track as we pursue our 
company’s goals. The impact indicators the Pancreatic 
Cancer Action Network is using to track its efforts to reach 
the 2020 goal are evidence they are willing to apply best 
practices from both the nonprofit and the business sectors. 
This approach instills confidence in all of us at Tempur-Pedic 
that the investments we are making are having a real impact 
in closing in on a leading cancer killer.

Doubling the five-year survival rate is an ambitious goal, 
but one that is within reach.  At Tempur-Pedic, we set out in 
2009 to double the size of our business…and we are on track 
to accomplish that goal in 2012.  I see that same vision, clarity 
of purpose and organizational passion across the Pancreatic 
Cancer Action Network.  These are necessary ingredients to 
accomplish anything!

GENEROUs $1.4 mIllION GIFT FROm DANIEl AND JANET 
mORDECAI FOUNDATION PROPEls GRANTs PROGRAm

A record $1.4 million gift from The Daniel 
and Janet Mordecai Foundation enabled 
the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network's 
2012 Research Grants Program to 
support the investigations of a new 
class of early career scientists this year, 
providing much-needed resources to 
help uncover the mysteries surrounding 

one of the nation’s leading cancer killers and continue to 
grow the number of researchers focused on it. 

"This generous investment by The Daniel and Janet 
Mordecai Foundation funds five research grants in 2012, 
including one Pathway to Leadership award and four Career 
Development awards," said Julie Fleshman, President 
and CEO of the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network. "With 
the foundation's support, we will continue to build a 
comprehensive pancreatic cancer research community and 
fund investigations that will ultimately lead to early detection 
methods, better treatment options, and hopefully improved 
survival rates for patients with pancreatic cancer."

"I am proud to honor the memory of my husband, Daniel, 

by partnering with the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network 
to advance research into this devastating disease," said 
Janet Mordecai, President of the Daniel and Janet Mordecai 
Foundation, in reference to her husband’s passing from 
pancreatic cancer in 2002. "The organization's proven track 
record of building leaders in the research community who 
leverage their funding for larger federal grants ensures that 
our investment will make a difference in years to come. 

“Not only did our family experience the great loss of 
Daniel to pancreatic cancer, but also his mother,” she added. 
“We must better understand this disease, including its 
genetic components, to ensure that future generations have 
a fighting chance against it."

Based in Wilmington, Delaware, the Daniel and Janet 
Mordecai Foundation was founded by Janet Mordecai after her 
husband’s death at age 70.  In accordance with both of their 
wishes, the Foundation was established to enhance quality 
of life for all. Currently, the Foundation supports programs in 
the areas of health (with an emphasis on pancreatic cancer, 
medullary thyroid cancer and end of life care), culture and the 
performing arts, community outreach and education.

by Rick Anderson, 
President, 
Tempur-Pedic North 
America, LLC

Daniel Mordecai

sAVE THE DATE: 
AN EVENING wITH THE sTARs 15TH ANNUAl GAlA
BEVERlY HIlls, CAlIF.   |   OCTOBER 20, 2012
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Honors the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network as 
ranking in the top ten of outstanding cancer charities.
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TO CONTACT Us
If your address is incorrect, or you are receiving duplicate copies 

of this publication, you may submit changes in one of three ways:   

email change@pancan.org; update the label and mail it to Outreach/ 

PanCAN, 1500 Rosecrans Ave., Suite 200, Manhattan Beach, CA 

90266; or call 877-272-6226.  By giving the code number that 

appears to the right of your name, your request can be processed 

quickly.  Thank you for helping us to manage our expenses.

join us on Facebook follow us on Twitter watch us on YouTube

YOUR OPINION COUNTs! 
As we change the format of Outreach, and 

potentially other Pancreatic Cancer Action 

Network publications, we would appreciate it if 

you would complete a brief readership survey at 

www.pancan.org/survey.  

Feedback from this survey 

will help us to support 

your needs as efficiently as 

possible. Your responses 

will remain confidential.

If you complete the survey 

by July 31, you will be 

entered into a drawing for a 

$100 ShopPurple store gift certificate. Please log 

on today to www.pancan.org/survey and share 

your thoughts with us. 
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T H E  f A C E s  O f  C l I n I C A l  T R I A l s

Read about their 
experiences on page 6.

ShopPurple merchandise can now 
be customized. 

Visit www.PANCAN.ORG/sTORE today 
and personalize your special gifts!

OUTREACH FORmAT CHANGE
To manage our donations as judiciously as possible and to 

provide you with an annual progress report on our Vision 

of Progress goal to double the survival rate by 2020, we 

will begin printing and mailing only one copy of Outreach 

annually starting next summer. This issue of Outreach 

will be the last one that you will receive in the mail until                    

July 2013. (The Spring and Fall issues will only be available online.)

As with the current issue, the July 2013 issue and subsequent 

printed annual issues of Outreach will include a report on 

the progress we are making in realizing the 2020 goal.

As we consider offering other publications online, please 

submit your email address to www.pancan.org/sub. That 

way, that if any other publication becomes available in an 

electronic format, we can notify you. Thank you for your 

continued support of our mission.


